
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 24 March 2011] 

 p2083b-2084a 
Mr Ian Blayney; Mr Troy Buswell 

 [1] 

CAMELIERS GUEST HOUSE 

Grievance 

MR I.C. BLAYNEY (Geraldton) [9.24 am]: I wish to make a grievance to the Minister for Housing concerning 
an institution in Geraldton called Cameliers Guest House. Cameliers provides supported accommodation to 
service the Mid West’s most disadvantaged people. The service has operated for 20 years and averages 30 
people a night or, in other words, 1 000 bed nights a month. Cameliers is operated by Fusion Australia (WA), 
which is a non-profit youth and community organisation. Historically, Cameliers has served single men aged 18 
to 80. However, the guesthouse has started offering some accommodation when needed for women and families. 
At inception, Cameliers received no government funding. However, more recently it has received $14 000 per 
annum from the supported accommodation and assistance program. Cameliers Guest House is located in an old 
building that it rents in the Geraldton CBD. Sooner or later this building will be sold or simply knocked down. 
Therefore, it is not an ideal location for the facility.  

Since 2003, Cameliers has been working to secure new premises as it has faced escalating demand. 
Representatives of Cameliers last came to see me at the end of November 2010. The guesthouse has since 
converted its television room into a dormitory so that it can take 48 people a night. Late last year, Cameliers 
turned away 52 people in August, 56 in September, 54 in October, and 154 in November. In planning for a new 
facility, Cameliers identified some crown land, reserve 22382, and obtained the support of Geraldton City 
Council. The land is next to Geraldton Bowling Club and is bounded by Onslow Street and Cathedral Avenue. It 
is in an ideal location because it is close to a supermarket, the hospitals, a bus service and the existing mental 
health units, and it is separate from residential areas. Cameliers intends to build a purpose-built facility. This 
proposal has been supported by Central West Mental Health Service, Mid West and Murchison Health Region; 
Short Term Accommodation for Youth; Wonthella House; the Department for Community Development, as it 
was then known; Western Australia Police; Greenough Regional Prison; Centrelink; the previous member for 
Geraldton and me; Geraldton Regional Hospital; the Salvation Army; Geraldton Resource Centre; St Vincent de 
Paul Society; local churches; and the City of Geraldton–Greenough.  

In 2006 the new facility was given conditional approval by the Department of Housing and Works. In 2007 it 
requested the Department for Planning and Infrastructure to excise 5 000 square metres from the reserve. There 
were concerns about native vegetation on the site and the need to connect the sewerage. The council also had to 
put an easement on the site, which further held up the process. I wonder why the council could not put the 
easement on the site while everyone else was doing everything, but city councils work in their own ways, I 
suppose. I acknowledge the help and support of the Minister for Lands and his department, which has been 
above and beyond the call of duty. However, the most recent communication from the minister tells me that the 
project was recommended for funding in 2006, but, as it states — 

… could not proceed further at that time given the uncertainty regarding the tenure of the proposed land 
site. Accordingly, no funding allocation was made by the Department.  

… 

Should the proposal be reconsidered for funding, it will be required to be submitted through the 
Department’s annual budget review process. Due to the existing demands on the Department’s capital 
works budget, and the significant cost likely to be associated with a project of this size, it is expected 
that funding would not be available until the 2012/13 financial year at the earliest.  

This has been a bit of a catch 22 situation. The Department of Housing cannot leave the funding allocation there 
because we have not got the land. We go to all the trouble to get the land sorted and then the funding is not 
there—the approval has been withdrawn. I question whether the application has to be submitted into the annual 
round, after all this work to get the land sorted. I was hoping that this project would then carry on and be done, 
because this is now a seriously needed facility. I have a nightmare about the building being taken from the 
Cameliers and it will not have anywhere to go. In 2013, it will be 10 years since the project was first raised. We 
need to keep it moving, we need approval and we need some funds to carry on and get started on the design work 
and necessary approvals. The major call for funds will not be for some time. Geraldton is steadily growing and 
with that increased growth will come an increasing demand for services by the Cameliers. It is almost certain 
that as soon as this building is built and opened, we will need to start working on extensions to it.  

Finally, as a side issue, I occasionally get asked by people who visit Geraldton why there is so much government 
land sitting around with just a bit of scrub growing on it. Why has someone not developed it, when the city is 
expanding to the north and south? If we expect developers to go through a ridiculous procedure such as the one 
in question, which takes virtually 10 years from when it was first suggested that the land was suitable for this 
facility to when builders can finally get on the land to start building something, no sane developer will have 
anything to do with that process. It is not surprising that Geraldton is expanding only north and south and 
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developers will not go near the older parts of town where they should be going, because they can use existing 
services. I hope that the minister can do something to keep this project on the move, because I do not want to see 
it stop and then have to try to pick it back up.  

MR T.R. BUSWELL (Vasse — Minister for Housing) [9.32 am]: I thank the member for Geraldton for his 
comments. The member has done a fantastic job of holding the government to account about the delivery of 
housing in Geraldton. Anyone who visits Geraldton and is over near the port or around the back of the wheat 
silos in a suburb called Beachlands and sees the current revitalisation of Beachlands should know that it is due to 
the hard work of the member for Geraldton, who was tireless in his endeavours to make sure that the government 
improved social housing in the area, and that we were happy to assist. This grievance is another example of the 
member attempting to deliver good housing outcomes for his community. I also point out to the member that I 
am pretty sure I recently signed off on the sale of one of those blocks of land—that ex-Public Transport 
Authority land in the middle of town that he was talking about. Hopefully it will start to be developed soon. 
There is no doubt that the Cameliers organisation does an excellent job in providing a service to the people in 
need, whom it looks after on a nightly basis, and also more broadly to the Geraldton community. All I can say is 
that I will work with the Department of Housing to the fullest of my capacity to ensure that we can deliver on 
this project, because I think it is a great project.  

The project as it now stands, based on the submission from Fusion Australia to the Department of Housing on 
10 August 2010, is for the department to fully fund one 46-bedroom hostel and 10 one-bedroom self-contained 
units to be built at the site in Cathedral Avenue—I think it is 140 Cathedral Avenue. The member is right about 
the history of the project. In 2006, the department provided approval in principle to Fusion for a slightly different 
combination of dwellings on the same site. Unfortunately, over a couple years, as the member pointed out, there 
were some difficulties in obtaining access to the land. That has now been resolved. The resolution means that, if 
it has not already happened, in the not too distant future a new management order for that piece of land will be 
forwarded by the Department of Regional Development and Lands to the City of Geraldton, and provided that it 
moves through the City of Geraldton processes quite quickly, it will then have the power to lease that land to 
Fusion Australia for 40 years for the purposes of this project. The major impediment related to land has now 
been addressed, or should have been addressed—I am sure there is just a bit of administration work hanging off 
the end of it if it has not been addressed. I can also advise the member, and perhaps this had something to do 
with his pending grievance, that officers from the Department of Housing met with Fusion yesterday afternoon. I 
have not been provided with any update about the outcome of that meeting. The department is seeking additional 
information about a couple of areas and clarification about the land tenure, which I do not think is an issue.  

The government is keen for Fusion to become a community housing provider. It is a better framework for the 
government to work within when providing the funding that Fusion is seeking. Of course, we have to have the 
brass-tacks discussion about how much the ongoing management of the facility will cost, although I do not have 
any information about that with me today. Those are pretty much all the things that need to be resolved. This 
type of accommodation and extended service is, in my view, very important in Geraldton, a lot of other regional 
towns and the metropolitan area. This government has been very keen to embrace what I would call innovative 
models of service delivery to help people who are facing housing crises, which is what the member for Geraldton 
is talking about. The model he is talking about fits well with some of the other innovative work that we have 
done, for example, in the City of Perth with groups like St Bartholomew’s House, and that we are currently 
doing with the Salvation Army. In principle, this is an approach that we should be supporting very strongly. We 
will get a much better outcome investing in this project with Fusion than we would if we invested in this project 
and operated it on a stand-alone basis, because we will empower the people who work in and around the 
Cameliers organisation in Geraldton. I have no doubt that, when this project happens, it will be much celebrated 
in Geraldton.  

I do not have any more information for the member about our government’s capacity to fund at this stage, but I 
will definitely follow it up with the Department of Housing as soon as I can. I will be meeting with the director 
general on Monday, and once we have had a discussion about some disruptive tenants, we will move on and 
have a look at what we can do about this project. I will keep the member informed about how we can move this 
project forward. I acknowledge that there have been difficulties, but I think that it is fair to say that this 
government has started to deliver better social housing outcomes in Geraldton. This project is our next 
significant challenge. I thank the member for bringing this matter to my attention and to the attention of the 
house and I look forward to attending in the not too distant future the opening of these premises with the member 
for Geraldton. 
 


